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than all was the fear of those fires that they were told
they could not avoid, unless they adored the great
master of nature. ‘‘ And why,’’ replied.they, ‘‘ have
they not continued to come and instruct us? Why
do you give us the knowledge of this misfortune
that awaits us if no one come at the same time to
deliver us from it? Otherwise by inspiring us with
that fear, that we have not had till now, it is enough
to make us miserable even in this life, before [112]
we are in the other.”’

Barnabé Otsinnonannhont, an excellent Christian
of the village of St. Michel, who penetrated to the
heart of the country, made a longer stay there; and,
as he has great authority among these tribes, his zeal
has given much more publicity to the truths of our
Faith, and his example has preached more forcibly
than his words. He publicly refused the desires of
a shameless woman, who asked him to do what his
conscience could not permit, although the customs of
this country sentenced him to it, and here they call
a virtue what, before God, is but a crime. He had
to fight a thousand battles against those even whom
he held most dear; for he always firmly refused to
obey their dreams, which are the God of all these
peoples. And when they reproached him, saying
that Faith was an intolerable yoke, as it compelled
him thus to sever the bonds of friendship, and to
deprive himself of the greatest pleasures of life,
‘““ No,” said he, ‘‘if, in order to reach Paradise, I
knew of a road full of precipices, I would coura-
geously advance, and would consider myself only too
happy if [113] I perished in the effort. At whatever
price we win eternal happiness, we always acquire it
cheaply.”



